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TRAVIS, THE PROUFIC TERFORMANCE
ARTIST, WAS BORN ON SEPTEMBER
23, 1946 IN [TAWAMBA County,

MISSISSIEPL. LATER THAT Same weeK HIS
MOTHER LEFT fFoR St Louls, LeAv

TRAVIS (W ITH HIS GRANDPMotHER —
A WOMAN WHo RARELY Sloke,

“le it's not importand;
don# fa/K," she said.
[+ was 3 lot
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\ TLOWERS, wiTH A WiDE ECHOEY
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TRAVIS

TRAVIS HAS BeeN PERTORMING [N CHICAGO WITH oa© SINCE
1980, PRAWING ON GosPelL 1o CREATE NOISE THAT [S SOMETIMES

DISTRBING ) USUALLY  STRANGE, OFTEN SUBLIME.

| been interested
in maKing
ever: \f ONO \
gets Yoo “Music,

will fuck 4 7

5 Michael [oNo's mastermind
and primary composer] came 4o
My office in 1930 and ssid,

T

have not %

.

MUSIc,

SN AW

Nchanged my life
b forever.

ever have In
Yrepidatio
3bout 9oing

onstage.

ONSTAGE, TRAVIS WEARS TLEGANT DRESSES, OFTEN BRIDAL WHITE, OR INTRICATELY CRAFTEP COSTUMES.
THE WORDS HE INTONES— WITH A BAND THAT FALLS SomewHERE BeTWEEN TUNK AND INDUSTRIAL —

_//'

| will no? be
Necvous about these
people. There s
hothing to be

Nervons dbodl-

dlways wan
N to get Here
o say what
| haye to 58y
and do what
| have to do,

| want to
do whst |
wanJr fo o\o./

TRAVIS HoLDS A MASTERS 1Rom NORTHWESTERN,
WHERE HE STUDIED ARCRITECTURE AND
GRADUATED WITH A H.0. HE PAINTS AND
WRITES TIRELESSLY — HIS HOME ON THE
TAR SoUTH S\PE \s ENTIRELY fILLED
WITH HIS WoRk. NEVERTHELESS, HE'S
Best KNOWN As A FERFORVIER.

n ger{ormar\ce,
Hhere's so
much...
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| the staging —
A so much that
4l can go wrong
A\ a4 any moment.
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And Hherein lies
the Fun! So when
'm having my
fony | waik for

the HEAVENS to
Strike me down.
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GROWING UP IN MISSISSIPPI, TRAVIS SANG AND The bajs hated me for that. | had no male
PLAYED TIfiNO AT CARTER'S CHAPEL CHURCH, PART OF A {riends. They hated me for not just piano |essons,

CLUSTER OF HOUSES BUILT B HIS GREAT -GREAT-GRANTTARENTS. I but becanse | was so pusrk. |+ was punk -3ss, i £
Was SiSS(j- [+ was the Qirly -Hi\m to Ao.
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i FIFTH GRADE, HE | , . éﬂ/‘/’%ﬁ
| STOPPED  GOING T0 ScHooh.. |4 spend hours F I,_

there reading: W ‘l ,if:ﬂji:‘*’“jwr/
' B‘? the time 5 doesn'+ sfeak."}
| would just wander, and Fhat happened,
[ would hide in outhowses. 1 | was flveady |
My uncle Dave was puttingin | considered e e -

ol plumbing, and onthouses vere ,\}L}ﬁ{(’\&‘“‘\\ ; ,(\
I these “new empty spaces. ANMNSIRRECS s 0P PR 7Y
ONE DAY, WHILE HE WAS WALKING HoMe, A GRouP of 6LDER B0YS ATTACKED HIM.
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By

YV %z
o \’ i | would never have velleal
this fence ... = \{
Y R )

for helg [t was s if |
had pever hesrd My own
Voice. Silence was much
TRAVISS AUNT INDIA, THE REST-DRESSED WOMAN N ToWN, TOOK HIM UNDER HER WING.THEY rooLp
DRIVE TO BIRMINGHAM EVERY WINTER SO SHE CoUL BUY THE NEWEST FASHIONS TOWEAR ToO
CHURCH . ASIDE FfROM THoSe TRIPS, WHILE TRAVIS LIVED w tH HER SHE NEVER LEFT MLSSISSIPP ).
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fova [Mmortant to Me.

| relate more to

the wemen | grew
up aronnd, rather
than the presence

or absence of
black men. ai
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TRAVIS

IN [963, DREAMING OF THE
GRANDEVR of VIETNAM WAR

SHIPS, TRAVIS ENLISTEP IN

THE NAVY. "'"—'
u&o\en\j ‘H/\Q \AorlA w
is full of men! Damn.
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BefoRe LoNG, (T wWAS TImME
foR THE Swwwmanwés 7TEST.

A er\ousano\ Men in this Swimm'\f\j
pool, stark naked, as they say,
ass hole 4o be\ly button. [t's the
middle of winter, youre freezing
to death. For me, 1t was like the jal\ows.

Oh hun, #2/ And then
| realized: what's happening
to {he feople who freak out?2
They were put in the corner

in the fetal position. These men
were sent home on medicd| A}sckafje,

ﬂ\e«) told you what fo
d0— o(a\ your arms, take
one steg, and then in you
9o, Put Yyour head back

ana your bo% K3 joir\g 1o
Foll ow—and 9o all the wayY
4o the end of ‘H(\efoo\

and VPack And \said:

AS A QueerR BLACK MAN IN

THe NMILITARY, TRAVIS WAs AN

(|

~ 4 ANOMALY. HE IS GRADUALLY =
RECOUNTING HIS EXPERIENCE IN | 777 . 7’—_—\;—\

< L AN ONGOING ART FRoJECT, WITH > =
— | DALY DRAWINGS CORRESTONDING- s

P8 T 1o His DAY EXACTLY 50 YEARS Ao, | \ N N
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TRAVIS

TRAVIS WAS ENLISTEP  UNTIL 1969. HE WORKED WitH THE
' , CHICAGO CHAPTER OF AMERICAN
VETERANS ToR EQUAL RIGHTS UNTIL 2011, wWHEN “poN't ASK, Pon't Tell™ WaS «e?meg.

Tkeﬂ Aorj‘+ ke Aeri Al
N B fhey dont z\vavﬁ +°+bh€
A hiss o3 bﬁ merics, -€7
| the case of black men) e Whomeless, -\—he? want
the Vietnam- eJa Vets are N\ T® stay homeless.
Jifferent: The US government —
doesn 't fnroxliole for them, _ano\ — ‘ L %
H\ej do wot Wa“'.% anything  [Jrseiamme /) \en H\Q«‘j got back, X T
From America— S | (0o Just gnored them B
= ’ B and Lidn'r wank them/ fis 2 result, there are more
‘ R \Vietnam vets bodies |eftin
:t,"f',""-»:l ‘. ‘ an Aertakers parlors unclsimed

AA\Jhan dny other gront: g
M B TRV = VISIT [atravisa. tamblr.com e 7/c coppens FRo)ecr, An? Wravistravis.com fon FAST woRA.

TovpY, oNo IS WORKING ON A NEW ALBUM. TRAVIS LIVes ALONE AND AT 68, CONSISTENTLY
CHALLENGES THE CuLT followiNG He HAS ACCUMULATED oOveR THE VEARS.

NO, as a gerformar\ce ~— %\//Q At the 1€93 World's Columbian ﬁxfosi\Lioﬂ/
act, meang +hat for me RS the city founders sold the faiv 4o Buroreans

| can do whatever | Y ¥ and people with money with @ greqt phrase:
want to do wndef “0 that they should consider the blacks and the

natives as “temporary forces ugon Hae
wrban \a“A$ca¥e.“

\‘\ '\
lw Americy, | am black. |
awm considered 3 femporary

force upen fhe urban landscape
| am there fore: MO/SE

| am NOiISe wpon H\e

wrpan \’QV\o\SCGFQ. Plack W
is vorse. And that is Mg, Sl




